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Introduction 
 

Welcome band parents and students to the 2017-2018 school year.  The bands of Williams High 
School have a long history of school pride and high expectations.  This handbook is designed to 
inform students and parents of the policies and procedures that ensure the legacy of the band 
program and encourage individual musical growth. 
 

General Rules/Expectations 
 

1. Students are expected to be disciplined in their actions and in their practice. 
2. Students are expected to be on time and attend all rehearsals and performances.  

Advanced notice of an absence or tardy must be received and excused by the band 
director. 

3. Students are expected to be persistent.  Becoming a good musician and marcher takes 
time, and students are expected to work to improve every day. 

4. Students are expected to be positive and be a part of the solution, and not part of the 
problem. 

5. Students are expected to be well-behaved by following instructions when given, being 
quiet, being attentive, and in control of themselves. 

6. Students will treat themselves, each other, band parents, the band director, and band staff 
with respect at ALL times. 

7. Students are expected to be proud.  Remember who you are and where you come from, 
and take pride in yourself and our band. 

8. Williams High School rules and policies are in effect at all times. 
 

WHS Marching Bulldogs 
 

Students in Marching Band will develop musicianship and contribute to the school and local 
community through participation in parades and school athletic events. The Marching Band will 
also have the opportunity to participate in band competitions and festivals in the fall.  Because 
marching band is a team activity where every single individual matters and has an equal 
contribution, rehearsal and performance attendance is mandatory.  The entire band is negatively 
affected when one member is missing because there are “holes” in field formations, member 
spacing becomes a problem, and musical sound or flag work is missing.  It takes all band 
members’ individual commitment to achieve high expectations. 
 
Rehearsals: 
 
Marching band full ensemble rehearsals are mandatory and take place from 3:50pm-6:00pm each 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday throughout the season.  Sectional rehearsals are at the 
discretion of the section leaders, but should occur at least once per week outside of full ensemble 
rehearsals until all show music is memorized.  Students should dress appropriately for rehearsals 
(i.e. tennis shoes; NO flip-flops or sandals, NO jeans for warm months, etc.)  Students should 
have all materials needed for rehearsals including music, instruments, pencils, drill, etc.   
 



Rehearsals (continued): 
 
Excessive talking and cell phones are not permitted during rehearsal.  Rehearsals are closed 
which means that friends and visitors are not permitted.  We cannot truly focus on the task at 
hand with those distractions.  During rehearsal breaks, take a break and hydrate yourself.  Do not 
play instruments or horseplay during breaks.  When the countdown for your break to be over 
begins, go immediately to your required position, and do not be late.  Do not schedule 
appointments or meetings during our rehearsal time.  Unexcused tardies and absences from 
rehearsals will result in penalty time after rehearsal or during third quarter break.  Excessive 
tardies and absences will result in possible suspension from the marching band.  Do not assume 
you are dismissed because of the time.  Wait until you hear the official dismissal from the band 
director. 
 
Performances: 
 
Performances for the marching band include football games, parades, pep rallies, band festivals, 
and other school/community activities.  All marching band performances are mandatory.  
Unexcused absences from performances will result in penalty time after rehearsal or during third 
quarter break. Excessive tardies and absences will result in possible suspension from the 
marching band.   
 
Uniform: 
 
Marching band uniforms will be issued to all students in the marching band.  Students should 
take proper care of uniforms including hanging uniforms on hangers, placing uniforms in 
garment bags after performances, and appropriately storing shakos and plumes.  No jewelry is 
permitted to be worn with the uniform other than stud earrings. Caps and sunglasses are also not 
permitted with the uniform.  Hair longer than collar length must be contained inside of the shako. 
Students must purchase their black socks to wear with the uniform.  Black drill master shoes 
must be worn with the uniform.  Students should purchase a pair through the band boosters.  The 
current band t-shirt must be worn under the uniform.  If the director decides to not wear the 
uniform jacket, all students must have the band t-shirt or we must all keep the jackets on.  Color 
Guard uniforms change yearly.  Color Guard uniforms must be worn in the same manner by all 
members at the approval of the band director.  The summer uniform for the marching band will 
be the current band shirt, khaki shorts, black socks, and black shoes.  The summer uniform will 
be worn until September and the standard uniform policy will go into effect at the discretion of 
the band director.   
 
Guidelines for Travel Behavior: 
 

1. Students will ride buses to and from band events unless there is written notice approved 
by the band director prior to the event.  

2. Attendance will be taken before each departure, so students must be on their assigned bus 
when traveling to and returning from band events. 

3. We represent Williams High School and the Band when we travel so students must 
behave appropriately on the bus and in public. 

4. Students will listen to assigned chaperones on all band trips. 
5. All rules and policies of Williams High School apply to students when on band trips. 



Guidelines for Game Behavior: 
 

1. Students will be attentive during games, paying attention to the directions of the drum 
major and band director. 

2. Students will remain in the band section throughout the entire game except for half-time 
and the beginning of third quarter. 

3. Unless otherwise directed, students will stand at all times. 
4. Non-band members are not permitted within the band section. Band alumni may be 

allowed to visit or sit-in. 
5. Students should use the restroom before the game and during their third quarter break. If 

you need to use the restroom during the game, you must check with your section 
leader/captain first. 

6. If a football player is injured during play, the band will sit quietly out of respect until the 
player is able to leave the field. 

7. The band will perform at half-time and take a break during the third quarter.  All students 
must be back in the band section ready to play with 2 minutes left in the third quarter. 

8. Students may remove shakos in the stands but must keep jackets on, even during the third 
quarter break. 

9. Eating, chewing gum, and drinking are not allowed in the band section except during 
third quarter break.  After the break, all food, drink, and gum must be disposed. 

10. At the conclusion of home games, the band will be dismissed to the band room; for away 
games, the band will march back to the bus together. 

 

Student Leadership 
 
The student leadership of the marching band consists of the drum major(s), captains, and section 
leaders.  Student leaders are selected based on commitment to the band and demonstration of 
proficient marching, playing, and performing.  
 
Drum Major: 

• Takes the lead in absence of the band director 
• Conducts the band in rehearsals and performances 
• Maintains discipline 
• Leads ensemble stretches and physical warm ups 
• Ensures the band has necessary materials/resources (i.e. music, painting the practice 

field) 
• Oversees rehearsals 
• Supervises and assists captains 
• Leads cheers and boosts band morale at games, competitions, rehearsals, etc. 

 
Captains/Section Leaders: 

• Exemplifies excellence in musicianship, marching, and performance 
• Oversees section and sectional rehearsals 
• Ensures section discipline, musicianship, and marching 
• Acts as role model for the section and provides morale 
• Distributes music 



Band Room/Fine Arts Building Management 
 

1. Students will leave all areas the way they found them or better. 
2. Students will not eat, drink, or chew gum in the band room or any other rooms in the fine 

arts building unless given special permission by the band director.  Water in a container 
with a top is acceptable. 

3. Students will store instruments, music, and related materials properly after each rehearsal 
and performance. 

4. Students will not play any instruments that do not belong to them. 
5. Students who are using school-owned instruments will check out instruments through the 

band director and return the instruments in the condition they were issued. 
 

Band Boosters 
 

The WHS Band Boosters is a vital organization tied directly to the WHS bands.  The Band 
Boosters support the band program by conducting fundraisers, caring for uniforms, chaperoning 
band trips, and much more.  All parents of band students are considered Band Boosters.  Band 
Boosters meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7:00pm in the WHS band room 
unless otherwise noted.  



WHS Band Handbook Agreement 
(please sign and return this page by 07/31/17) 

 
 
I, ___________________________, have read and understand the Walter M. Williams High  
             (Print Student Name) 
School Marching Band Handbook.  I understand the procedures and guidelines and will abide by  
 
them as a band student at Williams High School. 
 
Signature of band student: _____________________________  Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
 
I, ___________________________, have read and understand the Walter M. Williams High  
             (Print Parent/Guardian Name) 
School Marching Band Handbook.  I understand the procedures and guidelines and will help my  
 
child abide by them as a band student at Williams High School. 
 
Signature of parent/guardian: _____________________________   Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
 


